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“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12: 2 
 



“To appreciate the necessity for the book of 
Hebrews, we must mentally take our stand back in 
apostolic days and get our bearings as though we were 
living there under those conditions. The question of 
the Law Covenant was a burning question in the early 
Church, not only with the Hebrews, but also with the 
Gentiles. It seemed impossible, especially for the 
former, to learn that the Law Covenant was not 
necessary and that a Gentile could really have access 
to the Abrahamic Covenant through Christ easier than 
could a Jew...  



The epistle to the Hebrews was written to prove that 
a totally new dispensation of grace, and not of works, 
had been ushered in through Jesus at Pentecost.”  
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Ø  1-2  Jesus is better than the angels  
 

Ø   3    Jesus was more worthy than Moses  
 

Ø  4-8 The Melchisedec priesthood is superior to the   
  Aaronic priesthood 

 

Ø   8  Jesus is mediator of a better covenant, which is 
 established upon better promises 

 

Ø  10 Jesus died only once, while the sacrifice of bulls 
    and goats had to be repeated every year	  



“Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man 
draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in 
him.” Hebrews 10:38 
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Paul is shifting the attention of his 
Jewish readers away from the Law,  

and to faith in Christ 



Ø Refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter 

 

Ø  Forsook Egypt 
 

Ø  Kept the Passover 
 

Ø  Passed over the Red Sea 

By faith Moses: 



Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us.”  Hebrews 12:1 



“Contenders, were often greatly animated by the 
consideration that the eyes of the principal men of their 
country were fixed upon them; and by this they were 
induced to make the most extraordinary exertions.” 



“We…should run the race that is before us and 
never quit. We should remove from our lives 
anything that would slow us down and the sin that 
so often makes us fall.” (Easy to Read Version) 	  



“Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith…” 



“Look away from 
one thing so as to 

see another”  
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“Look away from 
one thing so as to 

see another”  

“Consider 
attentively”  

“Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith…” 
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“Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith…” 
	  

The word “author” in this verse does not necessarily 
mean the source or originating cause, but more in 
the sense of leader.  



“He (Jesus) is represented as the one who takes 
precedence in faith and is thus the exemplar of it. 
The pronoun “our” does not correspond to anything in 
the original, and may be omitted. Christ, in the days 
of his flesh, trod undeviatingly the path of faith, 
and as the Perfector, has brought it to a perfect 
end in his own person. Thus, he is the leader of all 
others who tread that path.” (Vine’s Dictionary) 
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“He (Jesus) is represented as the one who takes 
precedence in faith and is thus the exemplar of it. 
The pronoun “our” does not correspond to anything in 
the original, and may be omitted. Christ, in the days 
of his flesh, trod undeviatingly the path of faith, 
and as the Perfector, has brought it to a perfect 
end in his own person. Thus, he is the leader of all 
others who tread that path.” (Vine’s Dictionary) 

The word “author” in this verse does not necessarily 
mean the source or originating cause, but more in 
the sense of leader.  

“Look away from the Law and pay close 
attention to the example of Jesus who is our 
perfect leader on the path of faith.”  
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endured - to “bear up courageously, to patiently endure” 
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Endured - to “bear up courageously, to patiently endure” 

Despising - “to think slightly of,” He disregarded  
           the shame	  
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“Who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame...”  



Ø Doing the Father's will  
 

Ø Of demonstrating to the Father his absolute love 
  

Ø Of redeeming and restoring mankind 
 

Ø Of his exaltation to glory, honor, and immortality 
 

Ø Of bringing many sons to glory 

The joy of: 







 There is joy in heaven over one sinner that repents 
             (Luke 

15:7) 



Jesus was motivated by the shear pleasure  
of pleasing his Father. This allowed him to  

endure all that he did with an unshakeable faith. 



Jesus endured the suffering and the  
shame because it gave him the opportunity  

to show God how much he loved Him 



“A good man out of the good treasure of his heart 
bringeth forth that which is good…for of the abundance 
of the heart his mouth speaketh.” Luke 6:45	  





v The kingdom cannot function without a priesthood 
 

v The kingdom cannot work without a great Mediator 
 

v The kingdom cannot be successful without merciful 
and compassionate people leading the way 







We can look at sinful people today and know that 
the kingdom will have a profound effect on most of 
them and will change them radically for the good.  





“And Now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own 
self with the glory which I had with thee before 
the world was.” John 17:5 
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Ages	  to	  Come	  

“That in the ages to come he might shew the 
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward 
us through Christ Jesus.”  Ephesians 2:7 



Glory, Honor and Immortality 



“Think constantly of him enduring all that sinful 
men could say against him and you will not lose 
your purpose or your courage.“ (Phillips) 
	  





“Be careful that none of you fails to respond to 
the grace of God, for if he does there can spring 
up in him a bitter spirit which can poison the lives 
of many others.” Hebrews 12:15 (Phillips) 
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“How often shall my brother sin against me and 
I forgive him? Till seven times?” Matthew 18:21 



“How often shall my brother sin against me and 
I forgive him? Till seven times?” Matthew 18:21 

“I say not unto thee, until seven times; but, 
until seventy times seven. 
	  



        Therefore is the kingdom  
      of heaven likened unto a certain 
     king, who would make a  
     reckoning with his servants.  
          

      And when he had begun to 
      reckon, one was brought 
      unto him that owed him 
      ten thousand talents. But 

forasmuch as he had not [wherewith] to pay, his lord 
commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, 
and all that he had, and payment to be made. 	  



     The servant therefore fell down 
     and worshipped him, saying,  
     Lord, have patience with me, and 
     I will pay thee all.  

 

     And the lord of that servant, 
     being moved with compassion, 
     released him, and forgave him 
     the debt. 	  



But that servant went out, and 
found one of his fellow-
servants, who owed him a 
hundred shillings: and he laid 
hold on him, and took [him] by 
the throat, saying, Pay what 
thou owest. 
 

So his fellow-servant fell down 
and besought him, saying, Have 
patience with me, and I will pay 
thee. And he would not: but 
went and cast him into prison, 
till he should pay that which was 
due. 
	  



       So when his fellow-
       servants saw what 
       was done, they were 
       exceeding sorry, and 
       came and told unto 
       their lord all that 
       was done.  

 

Then his lord called him unto him, and saith to him, 
Thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, 
because thou besoughtest me: shouldest not thou also 
have had mercy on thy fellow-servant, even as I had 
mercy on thee?	  



And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 
tormentors, till he should pay all that was due. So 
shall also my heavenly Father do unto you, if ye 
forgive not every one his brother from your hearts.” 

             Matthew 18:21-35 



Jesus gives us the process  
that creates a forgiving heart 

  
 

Truly appreciating the forgiveness that 
we have received will prevent 

bitterness from entering our hearts	  



A greedy person, who doesn’t see  
the value of kindness and forgiveness,  

is prone to always be dissatisfied in life  





“How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse! 
How much better is thy love than wine!”  

      Song of Solomon 4:10  
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 “So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty…” 
         Psalm 45: 11 






